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GASOLENE MEN

ARE ACCUSED

Part, at Least, of Recent Ad-

vance Unnecessary, trade
Board Finds.

REPORT GOES TO CONGRESS

Standard Oil Companies Dom-

inate Field and Fix Prices,
Is Charge.

Part, at least, of the recent advance
In gasolene prices In the United
States was unnecessary, and due to
artificial causes, according to the Fed
eral Trade Comntisslon.

The commission today forwarded to
Congress its report of the Investiga-
tion of gasolene and petroleum in
dustry.

The commission finds that gasolene
prices have been arbitrarily fixed to
the public in many instances, and not
controlled by supply and demand.

It finds that the Standard Oil com-pan!-

dominate the field and have
been successful in fixing the prices of
gasolene.

It finds that the increase In price
has been greater than is shown on the
Increased price per gallon, because nf

' deterioration of quality and the mix-
ing in of other products.

Aot Only Increase.
It finds that increased earnings

from, the increased price Is not the
only Increment taken by the oil com-

panies In the latter half of 1913. when
the price Jumped from an average of
II cents to an. average of 23 cents a
gallon, but that nhancement of the
valuer of stocks and securities which
moved upward at that time should be
taken into consideration.

In other words, the taking of
greater profits, enhanced the value
of the securities and apparently the
situation was known to Investors and
holders of there stocks.

It was found that despite the
decree of the Supreme Court

the Standard Oil interests substan-
tially dominate the gasolene indus-
try.

Refining, pipe line transportation
and marketing of the finished prod-
uct, the Commission declare, are
controlled b; the "oil ocopus."

Real competition does not exist be
tween the various Standard Oil com-
panies because of interlocking stock
ownership 'through majority share- -
holdings, hy Identical " - - A ,""

report sajs.
IegiaaIon Urged.

Legislation to meet the conditions
Is strongly recommended by the Com-
mission With this in view ail evi-
dence and findings have also been
transmitted to the Attorney General.

In detail, the commission urged
that when it finds, rb in the case of
the gasolene Industry, an antitrust
dissolution decree has not restored
competitive conditions. Congress
might amend the Trade Commission
act so as to authorize and direct
the Attorney General to reopen the
case for review as to the efficacy
of a dissolution decree. In such pro
ceedings it is suggested that the com-
mission's findings should be admis-
sible evidence and that the courts
should have power to make new de-
crees to Insure competition-Wholesal- e

prices rose between T3
and 83 per cent in 115. according to
the Commissions report, and retail
prices also soared. Only a part of
the advance was declared due to In-

creased demand and scarcity, the de.
mind increasing .IS per cent In 1913
and the production but 7 per cent
less. Very large profits were earned,
as shown by the books of the com-
panies and by enhanced stock market
value of oil securities.

DEFENDS GASOLENE RISE

Due to Law of Supply and Demand,
Says Standard Head.

NEW YORK. April 21 Declaring
that the rise In the price of gasolene
Is due to "the natural operation of
the law nf supply and demand," A.
C Bedford, esldent of the Standard
Oil Compan of New Jersey, made i
statement todav following an an-
nouncement of the Federal Trade
Commission report on gasolene prices,
in which he said:

"The Standard Oil Company has
maintained that the rise In the price
nf gasolene has been due to the nat-
ural operation of the law of supp'y
and demand. The Federal Trade Com-
mission now sustains that contention
In principle and to a large extent In
degree.

The commission does intimate
that a portion of the rise In the price
of gasolene, at least In some sections
of the country, may be due to condi-
tions which it characterizes as 'arti-
ficial.'

"We know of no artificial condi-
tion whatever that has affected
prices."

PULLMAN GETS NEW AIDE

J. T. Law Appointed Secretary to
Superintendent of Police,

j; T of the offic-- of Public
Buildings and Grounds and formerly an
emplove of the Public Utilities Commis-
sion, was appointed secretary to Major
Pullman today, to succeed Rlngold

Laws Is a native of Washington
and a graduate of the Eastern College
of Front Royal. Va.

Mr. Hart, who was appointed to suc-
ceed George It. Taggert aa assistant
corporation counsel, entered upon his
duties at the Police Court today.

WANTS FREE ARMY MAIL.
Congressman Griffin of New Tork

today Introduced a bill to send free
through the malls, letters to non-
commissioned officers and privates in
the army, militia, marines or national
guard during the war.

f'ampartment Drawlng-noon- a Sleep,
rrs. Baltimore & Ohio to New Tork.
open 10 p m I.eave Union Station
Washington 12.2$ a. m. AdvL

SEVEN BILLION BILL

BECOMES LAW

lnterests.vtha.lavallable.cars.

President "Wilson signed the
bill providing for the ar

bond issue at 11:30
o'clock today. There were no
ceremonies attending the affixing
of his signature.

The bill was taken to the "White
House shortly after 10 o'clock
and sent to the Treasury De-

partment for reference. It was
returned within an hour for the
President's approval.

The pen used in signing the
measure will be presented to Sec-

retary of the Treasury McAdoo,
who may give it to Lord Cunliffc,
governor of the Bank of England,
who is a member of the British
war council commission.

BUY YOUR COM NOW,

IS DEALER'S ADVICE

Says Householders Should Not
Wait in Hope of Re-

duction.

Order coal now and pay the present
price at the time of delivery. .

This is the advice given by J. Maury
Dove. Jr.. of the J. Maury Dove Coal
Company, today:

With all coal offices swamped by
orders from anxious customers, and
a scarcity of labor to store the coal,
procrastination is believed to be
futile.

Mr. Dove said that although men
could with ease earn no less than S3
a day storing coal. It was practically
Impossible to obtain help. The price
paid by the Dove company for storing
coat Is 30 cents a ton. The average
man can tike care of ten tons in a
short day's work.

Few cities have seen a summer re-

duction In the price of coal. Balti-
more prices also are the same now
as during the cold weather.

Mr. Dove stated that a decrease in
the price of coal after the mine state
ments are Issued the last day of this
month or the first of May is highly
Improbable, and If it came would be
entirely unexpected by dealers.

With the railraoads pledged to give
every support to the Government, he
believes that the carrying of troops
and supplies w ill l monopolize all

The small supply ,of coal In this
city has already been over ordered,
it was said.

Whether those persons who order
coal from local dealers now can have
It delivered this month Is problemati-
cal. The chances, Mr. Dove said, war
against it. They are urged, however,
to place orders now rather than wait
for a possible summer reduction, and
pay the price current at the time of
delivery.

TRAP LACKSJT5
German Submarine Not Captured in

Hampton Roads.
The German submarine "captured"

by the navy In Hampton Roads was
the "same fish the captain of the de-

stroyer Smith saw."
Tills was the way naval officials

deposed of the latest submarine scare
today.

Secretary of the Navy Daniels de-
nied that an enemy submarine had
been c&ught In a net In Hampton
Roads, that the crew nf the vessel
had been captured, and that the boat
Itself was being towed to Brooklyn
navy yard for repairs, preparatory to
being taken over by the United States
navy.

"jCothlng like that happened," Sec-
retary Daniels said.

FIRST LqAfTT0BRiTAIN

America to Supply Needs of Allies
as They Arise.

Great Britain will get the first of
the big war loans to th-- i allies

This has been determined bv the
Treasury Department, following nu-
merous Conferences of Secretary Mc-

Adoo with representatives of French
and British governments and Ameri-
can bankers and financiers

British coffers are to be repleted
before financing Russia. Italy, and
others of our allies

It is probable that the bond Issue
will be floated in several smnll Issues
as needs arise This course. It Is now.
believed, will not cause financial dis
turbance.

WEBB BILL REPORTED

Allows Firms to Pool Interests in

l Violation of Trust Laws.
The House Judiciary Committee to-

day reported out the Webb export
b.ll, permitting American Arms to
pool their Interests In violation of
anti-tru- st laws, so as to obtain for-
eign trade. The bill passed the House
last session, but failed in the Senate.

TWO NORWEGIAN SHIPS SUNK.
LONDON, April IMThe Nor-

wegian steamer!? reive and SkJoM
have been torpedoed and sunk, ac-
cording to word received here today.
Their crews were saved.

Lloyds does not list any vessel
named Pelve It gives the Skjold as
a steel vessel of 1,125 tons, owned by
J. Sundfor, of Haugesnd.

AMENDS LOAN SHARK LAW.
Senator Smith of Maryland has In-

troduced In the Senate a bill to
amend the loan shark law
so as to allow a charge of 2 per cent
per month. The law now permits 1

per rent.

PRESIDENT GOLFS EARLY.
The international war commission

work did not Interfere with Presi-
dent Wilson's golf tdsy. He was
out on the links at 8:30,

FRENCH ENVOYS

DUE TOMORROW

State Dept. Announces Vivian!

and General Joffre Are Safe- -

in United States.

TIME OF ARRIVAL SECRET

Mission Escorted by Officials of

State and Navy De-

partments.

The French mission, coming here
for conferences with American and
English government officials, has ar-
rived safely, though the place of ar
rival is withheld.

The State Department Issued the
following announcement today:

"The State Department is advised of
the safe arrival of the French mis-

sion."
Included In the French mission are

former Premier Vlvlanl, General Jof-
fre, an9 Major Dreyfus.

Third Assistant Secretary of State
Ixng, Colonel Cosby, Assistant Sec
retary of Navy Roosevelt, and Rear
Admiral Huse are greeting the French
mission.

The mission will reacVi Washington
tomorrow morning, and the precise
time of arrival here will be announc-
ed later.

Parleys Expected Tomorrow.
It is expected that official confer-

ences between American uficlals and
the British and French commission-
ers will be opened tomorrow after the
arrival nf the French visitors. Out
of courtesy to the French mission
Mr. Balfour and the members of the
British mission decided to defer their
formal conferences with officials of
the State, Treasury, War. and Navy
Departments until the arrival of Min-

ister Vlvlanl, Genera Joffre, and the
other members of the French mission.

The personnel of the French mis-

sion has not be made public. It Is
understood. howeer, that It will be
few in number compered with the
British commission now In Washing
ton and the ten additional "British
official expected to arrive later.

To Express France's Gratitude.
Unlike the Balfour 'cqmmlsslon.

I which was designated br the British
cabinet to come in vt asning.ion. mm
primary purpose of the French dele-
gation Is to brine to President Wil
son a formal expression of gratitude
by the French Chamber of Deputies
for the action of the United States in
throwing Its lot with France and her
allies.

At the same time, at the suggestion
of Mr. Balfour, all further confer-
ences looking to arrangements for

between the United
States and our allied powers have
been held UP pending the arrival In
Washington of the French commis-
sioners.

Grim business of war.
the potential forces of America

with those of our allies for the de-

feat of Germany, will occupy the
time and attention of the British
commission and the highest officials
of the United States Government
during the rest of the visitors' stay
In Washington.

Social festltltles Incident In the
visit or the distinguished Britons,
headed by lit. Hon. Arthur .1 Bal-
four, ulll come to an end tonight.

Rereptlon Tain Evening.
Following dinners at the home of

Secretary of State Lansing. Secretary
of War Baker. Secretary of the Navy
Dalels and Secretary of the Treasury
McAdoo In honor of members of the
commission, a rerep Ion will be given
at the building.

Serrelar Lansing, who will preside
at the reception. w hlrh begins at 10
o'clock, arranged the affair to en
able members of Congress and
officials of the various executive de-
partments to meet and fraternallze
with the members of the commission.

Tomorrow the Britishers will settle
(Continued on Tenth Page.)

NO CHANCE FOTGOLF GAME

Wilson and Balfour Not Likely to
M- -( nit,.. I In Is Ua- -
...-.- -. ....-.- . ...,.- -

KiTorts of th friendii of President
llon and the Itight Hon. Arthur

Jan-if- Italfour to have them meet In
match on the golf link neem like

ly to proe futile.
The President plays what his Inti-

mates call "a fair game 00 to 100"--wh- ile

the former premier is touted as
"an expert Invariably below 00 "

This difference In the respective
link ability of the two notables, how-eve- r..

Is not the reason for the pre
elusion of a possible match, accord-
ing to White House officials.

"The President goes In for golf
simply for the exercUe an. ..as no
notion of paing a perfect game," it
was said

The fact tha. the President has an
unbroken rule not to have any
matches leads those in his confidence
to assume confidently that he and Mr.
Balfour will have no contest on the
links.

EXPLAINS LOAFING ORDER

Messenger Doesn't Take It as Any-
thing Personal.

Up at the Navy Department, where
desks are strung along the corridors
for lack of office room, a youthful
messenger sat twiddling his thumbs.
On the corridor desk before him thero
was a sign:

"No loafing."
Another came along, sniffed as he

looked at the sign and wanted to
whv the vnimfriUr HMn't

"nrsrtlre uhst h nrhiH '
Th first messenger added a line

to his desk sign to make Is read:
"No loafing. This mean's you, not

me,"

BALFOUR AIDE URGES CONSCRIPTION
ONLY WAY TO WIN WARf HE ASSERTS

TELLING OF BRITAIN'S TRAGIC ERROR
CLARK AGAINST

FORCED SERVICE

Speaker Bitterly Opposed to

Conscription Method of

' Raising Army.

SAYS HE WON'T VOTE FOR IT

Refuses to Bow to Request of
Half Million Petitioners

for System.

Speaker Champ Clark Js bitterly op
posed to a. conscription army system
as against the volunteer 'method.

He told a delegation from the Na
tional Security League today that he
wduld never vote for conscription.
The delegation presrnted Clark with
a petition bearing 600,000 names of
persons who think a volunteer system
wrong. The members asked Clark
"as head of the popular branch Of the
National Legislature," to vote for a
straight conscription system.

"I'd never vote for such a plan," de-

clared Clark, with heat. "Such a bill
never will pass. The War Department
Is trying to bulldoze the country Into
approving a conscription system. The
best armies we ever had were volun-
teer armies.

"I do not want to Jta my son con-

scripted. I favor letting the flower
and youth of the country volunteer
before fastening the disgrace of con-

scription upon them."
Congressman Kahn. ranking Re-

publican member of the House Mili-
tary Committee and the man the
Administration Is having to rely upon
to put Its bill through. Introduced the
delegation to Clark. . ',

The delegatlon'was'tieaded by Lloyd
Taylor, lTalrrnal..andiHeTbe-t"Uarr- rt

sct.1 j vi mo irauct
ASKS U. S. OWNERSHIP

Senator Thomas Urges Seizure of

Railroads and Water Lines.
If the United Stales is to avoid the

mistake of England In prosecuting-- the
war it is Important that it adopt such
of her policies that have been success-fillaccordin-

to Senator Thomas, of
Colorado, In speaking of the conscrip-
tion bill In the Senate today.

He declared that Just as England
had reached out at the very beginning;
of the war and had taken over control"
of the railroads and water transporta-
tion ro the United States should be
likewise.

Senator Thomas Is opposed to con-
scription, and when thq Senate mt
today, with the cdnscrlptlon before It,
continued the argument which he bi-gs- n

last night In favor of a volunteer
system.

Leads to Plsrusalon.
This led him Into a discussion of

England's war policies In other mat-
ters and the raising of troops.

"Much has been said here and with
a great deal of force," tild Senator
Thomas, "that we should not make
the mistakes of Oreat Britain. Should
we not also Imitate her successes
while avoiding her mistakes? Did she
not at the ery outset of the war
setre every mile of railroad track
transportation all the water lines of
transportation and make them sub
servient to her military purposes. Not
one of the advocates of conscription
so far as I am aware has suggested
that the United States adopt these
successful lines of pollry that hae
been so successfully followed by the
English government."

Senator Thomas said that the
United States Government will need
complete control of the railroads and. .. .. .'TU held that thin wo . evn more
Important than the method of rali-in-?

troops.

ATTACKS CONSCRIPTION

Congressman Says It Will Rob

rjomes of Undeveloped Youths.
Passage of a straight conscription

army bill will "rob the homes of the
countr" of youths "undeveloped physi
cally and mentally, many of them with
no spirit to fight," Congressman Fields
of the Military Committee, declared to-d- iy

In oenlng House debate.
"We need the beit fighting force we

can get," Fields said. "Under a straight
conscription tem e shall get an army
of )OUlh. of them under
twenty-on- e years old."

"Is It not a fact that the average age
of the Northern soldiers In the civil war
was nineteen" asked Congressman
Kelly of Pennsylvania,

"It l. and statistics show that for
every death on the battlefield there were
two deaths from preventable diseases
because of the susceptlhllltv of the
youths to disease," Field replied.

Hernsra to t'onredr Point.
"Would that be true with modern med-

ical attendance'" Kelly asked.
"I am unwilling to concede." Fields

replied, "that undeveloped youths are
not more susceptible than men.

Fields admitted that under the pres-
ent bill no "youth" under twenty-on- e

years Is ellglhle for army duty. The
amendment accepted by the War De-
partment provides for persons be-
tween ,31 and 40 years to serve.
But said, nineteen Is the mini-
mum In the Senate bill.

WHY GEN. BRIDGES ADVOCATES
CONSCRIPTION SYSTEM

"We Britlth were saddled with the volunteer system.
"If we had had some compulsion system it would nave

saved us many heartaches.
"We lost a year preparing our armies for the field.
"We say if you're going to war you must go the whole

hog.. Every man, woman, and child must do a part. -

"The British people opposed conscription because they
did not know what it was.

"Now they realize it is vitally necessary.
' '"There is no other way to win a war.

"Selective conscription not only provides the fighting men
but it allows the nation to keep. at home men better fitted for
other necessary services.

"It prevents the sending of men to the front with guns on
their shoulders when they ought to be commanders of troops."

Excerpts from interview given today fiy Lieut. Gen. B.
T. M. Bridges of the British army. .

REDFIELD INDORSES

NEW EXPORT BILL
i

Secretary of Commerce Asks
House to Pass Adamson

Measure.

Secretary of Commerce Itedfleld to-

day asked the House Interstate Com-

merce Committee to report favorably
the Adamson export bHl. an Adminis
tration measure which gives the
Presjdent power to regulate exports,
so as "to keep England and France
golnr."

Redfletd told the committee that
the bill Is purely a war measure, and
should be passed without delay- - It
gives the President broad powers, ena-

bling-hlnf to ttotrexion,xnrtsyynA.
terlal.

Cite Several Instances.
Several Instances were cited by

Bedfleld to show need for the bill.
Coal has been shipped to Argentina,
he said, consigned to German firms,
and there has been to sea
to supply German raiders. .

Redfleld cited the tin plate shortage
as one reason for passage of the
measure. Now, he said, huge quanti-
ties of tin plate are being sent to tha
Orlnt. Under present laws, all tha
President can do Is to request that
such shipments be delayed. If the
bill Is passed, he can stop the export
of tin plate so as to assure the allies
of plenty of supplies.

American Submarine.
Incidentally. Redfleld said, a sub-

marine recently sighted off Nantucket
and supposed to be a German had
been proved conclusively to be an
American submersible. A lightship
sighted the submarine at 9.05, he
said Twenty minutes later the de-

partment here had a report of It
Redfleld cited this as a reason for
passage of a bill to equip all light
houses with radio, telegraph, and
telephone communication, t

This bill was reported favorably
last week

Assistant Attorney General Warren
spoke in favor of the export bill and
backed up Redfleld s request for its
passage.

The bill was drafted by experts of
the State, Justice, and Commerce De- -.

partments.

"MUGGED" BYROVES
War Office Clerks Line Up for Iden-

tification Pictures.
They're "mugging" them In droves

at the State. War and Navy building
today. From twenty to fifty in a row
the officials and clerks, high and low.
of all eex.es and colors, have lined up
before the official State Department,
photographer Jor the picture that Is
to be printed on an Identification card
admitting them to th building. Sec
retary Lansing and his fellow Cabl
net officers had private sittings with
the photocrapner. But there uas no
time for Individual treatment when
there were something like 5,000 photo
graphs, to take, so the photographer
lined them up for group pictures, and
the Individual heads will then be cut
out of the group to go on the pass.
The new photographic pass satem
goes Into operation May 1

NEW RECRUITING"STATI0NS

Two for D. C. Guard In Theater Lob-

bies, Third on Avenue.
Three new recruiting stations for

the District national guard, two in
theater lobbies, and the third at 1221
Pennsylvania avenue northwest, will
be opened within the next few days.
It was announced by Col. Glendle B.
Young today. The stations are made
possible by new recruiting regula
tlons. Issued by the War Department
today.

One of the theatrical stations will
be In the foyer of It. F. Keith's. The
other will he In the "foyer of the
Gayety Theater, In Ninth street.

SAYS ENGLAND 13 DEFEATED.
BERLIN (via London). April 24.

England's might has suffered heavy.
sanguinary defeat through the fore
sight of German headquarters, and
the tenacious desire of our brave
troops for victory," declared today's
official statement. '"The army will face new battles
with complete confidence.

JHAIG BEATS OFF FOE

AND GAINS GROUND

Smashes East to St. Quentin
Canal Germans Lose

Heavily.

LONDON. April It Field Marshal
Half gained more ground in the re-

sumed British offensive today.
"We made further progress to the. east

Of Monchy La I'reux and Roeux." the
statement said. "T the south" of the
Bapaume-Cambr- la gained ground on a
wide front. To the east of Epehy we
reached tha St. Quentin canaL In the
neighborhood of Vendhulle we also can- -
tured the vllUjaof VJBers. Plo.olclSj'and

"There was severe 'flfchllng yester
day evening, and at Intervals during
the night, along the whole front.
Halg'a report continued. "At Crbl- -
selles and north of Gavrelle. the
enemy constantly repeated unsuccess
ful counter-attack- s. determinedly
and regardless of losses. Particu
larly violent counter-attack- s at Ga
vrelle were beaten off.

"Veaterdav's Drlsoners exceeded
1.S00, including thirty officers. More
are being taken today."

neaeh St. Quentin Canal.
The greatest gain which the British

push achieved today was In the thrust
against the Cambrla-S- L Quentin line.
Halg'a report curtly mentioned his
forces had reached the SL Quentin canal
In the neighborhood of Vendhulle. (The
St. .Quentin canal runs from near
Lacatelet on the Escaut river, almost
parallel to the Cambrla-S- u Quentin
road southward to the last named city.
Vendhulle is located directly on the
canal, ten miles south of Cambral.)

Villers Plouich has been so closely in-

vested by British troops for four or five
days that its capture was certain.
Beaucamp Is Just adjacent. (Trescault,
Beaucamp and Villers Plouich lie about
a mile apart on a straight line seven
Vid a half miles southwest of Cambria.
Trescault was occupied by the British
yesterday. All three towns lie Just to
the south of Havrlncourt. where some
of the hardest fighting on the British
line has been proceeding.)

Smashing East, of Monchy.
While Hale s achieving his victori-

ous thrust at the Cambria-S- t. Quentin
line there was no diminution In the
powerful smashing away at the Ger-
mans to the east of Monchy Le Preux.
Roeux. raptured today, is on a line
with Gavrelle. taken yesterday and Is
eight and a half miles distant from
Doual.

ITALIANS START DRIVE

Open Terrific Artillery Fire on Carso
Plateau.

ROME, April 24. The battle on the
Carso li becoming Increasingly vio-

lent Dispatches from the front to
day Indicated a terrific tire from the
Italian artillery and enlarged on the
splendid morale of the Italian troops.
General Caaorna was quoted as ex
pressing the utmost confidence.

There have been several Indications
recently that Italy was about to start
a great offensive In the Carso, and
the dispatch above apparently bears
out this belief, although the Italian
censor evidently does not permit dl
rect statement to this effect

FRENCH HOLD GROUND WON

German Counter-Attack- s Fall to
Stop Offensive.

PARIS. April 24. General Nivelle'a
troops are holding positions they
wrested from the enemy in last
week's great offensive movement, de-
spite all German counter-attack- s.

The French official statement of
today mentioned a number of these
German assaults designed to shake
the French grip on their lines, all of
which were repulsed.

A number of scattered actlona are
reported.

BERNHARDT GAINS.
NEW YORK. April 24. Mme. Sarah

Bernhardt Is gaining strength, but
she Is still In danger, according to the
bulletin Issued today by physicians
attendlnr her at ML Slnal Hospital.

BRIDGES FLAYS

YOLUNTEERIM

British Commissioner Declares

Most of Nation's Disasters

Were Due to System.

WRONGMEN SENT TO FRONT

General Explains That English
Opposed Plan Only Because- -

of Misunderstanding.

SelecUve conscription by which tha
nation may eull out the men too valu-
able to be sent to the firing lfne, as
welLas select those to do the fighting,
is vital to the United States If any
hope of success in war Is tq be enter-
tained.

This was the message delivered to
the-- American people today by Lieut.
Gen. B. T. M. Bridges, who stepped
out of the International war council
of the allies to "discuss, frankly and
freely, the coaUy blunders made by
Great Britain during, the early stages
of the European war.

There was a note of quiet tragedy
In the voice of the distinguished,
frequently decorated, twice-wound- ed

British warrior aa he told of the kill--
j jng off of thousands of highly trained

men who'never should have been sent
to the front because of their fitness
for even more Important Industrial
duty at home.

System Hopeless- -
At the outset he made It plain that

selective conscription was adopted
by the English people because they
realised theutter-hopelessnes- s of the
volunteer system. ,,

We were saddled' "wlUrhe Volunteer

system and would have done al-

most anything to get rid of it." said
General, Bridges. "If we had had
some sort of compulsory system it
would have simplified our difficulties
Immensely and saved us a great deal.
Thfc volunteer system hampered and
retarded ua In every phase of the
war. The English, people had to ba
frightened out of It,

"The loss of so many men at the
front who would have been of tar
greater value at home did more, per-
haps, than anything else to brln?
about the adoption of selective con-
scription. We realized after a year's
blundering that highly trained men
should, not be sent to the trenches to
die and that the government sooultl
have the right to select the fighting-rnf-

and those to be kept at home for
industrial service, which Is Just
vital and necessary aa maintaining an
army In the trenches or In the ,1eld.

Must Go the Whole Hog.
"If a nation is going to.make war it

must go the whole hog. There are no
half way measures in war. There
must be Intelligence and system. It is
no longer a war merely of xpedl-tlon- s.

Modern warfare demands tha
of all of a natlon'a re-

sources. This can best be dona
through selective conscription, as has
been proved by Great Britain."

The Interview with General Bridges
today was pa,rt of the program adopt-
ed by Forejgn Secretary Balfour to
make the 'visit of the Britishers "a.
mission of service." To General
Bridges has been assigned the duty of
setting before the American peop'o.
the facts concerning the British army,
the way that army was raised, the
way it fights, and the conditions un-
der which It fights.

Announcement was made today by
Geoffrey Butler, attache of the I!ritlh
foreign office, and spokesman for the.
mission, that each member of tha
party will give an Interview on the
particular subject In which he has
specialized during the war and !s bert

ersed.
Balfour to Speak.

Foreign Secretary Balfour probably
will give an Interview tomorrow out-

lining the genesal scope of the mis
sion's purpose and what It hopes to
accomplish while here-- .

Although no reference was made
by General Bridges today to the fact
that Congress Is still to take final ac-

tion on the selective conscription
measure now pending, his repeated
references to the urgency of conscrip
tion for all nations at war seemed
significant.

He admitted that the English peo-
ple did not take kindly to the Idea of
conscription at first, but added, "they
are fanatics 'on the subject today"

"They opposed It because they did
not know what It was." said th
warrior. "They now realize that It
Is simply the making of war on busi-
ness principles. It Involves, or I
might say Its cardinal principle. Is

of national forces, with-
out which practically nothing can be
accomplished."

'Retarded Their Progress.
The calm, unimaginative command-

er of the Nineteenth division now
fighting on the western front, pointed
out how Lord Kitchener's volunteer
recruiting was the Innocent means of
retarding England's progress In tha
war.

"Kitchener's problem was to raise
a volunteer army. It was wrong, but
Kitchener, a good soldier, threw hlm-se- ir

Into the task and did It.
"If It hadn't been for Kitchener's

tremendous personality we would

?

VI.!


